
Stagecoach Century 
Triple D and Rob Team Time Trail 

18 January 2014 
 
By Rob Verfurth 
 
Descender Participants:  Bob R, Claus, Guido, Rick B, Bernie, Tony, Len, John, Ernst, Boyle, Sheehan, 
Mike and Rob 
Start/Finish: Ocotillo, CA 
Weather: cool 44 degrees to start, slight winds during ride, warm finish above 75 degrees 
Distance and Elevation:  100 miles with 4,600 feet of climbing 
Route:  Out and back along S2 from Ocotillo to CA Highway 78, past Scissors Crossing and up San Felipe 
Grade 
 

 
Dawn in Ocotillo 

 
Moon and Wind Farm 

 
The Descenders have ridden the ShadowTour Stagecoach Century for each of the last seven years.  Most 
years we fielded a number of time trial teams and one team set the course record in 2013 with a 
blistering time of 4:38.  This year most of the guys decided to do the group start ride.  There was only 
one TTT this year—Triple D and Rob.  The team consisted of the three original Descenders—Dave 
Sheehan, Dave Boyle and Rob Verfurth, along with Dave Ernst.  We were all looking forward to a fun 
team ride and doing our best to represent the Descenders. 
 
The day started very early with the 4-man team meeting up at Sheehan’s house at 4:30 am for the drive 
out to Ocotillo.    We all loaded our bikes and gear into the Ernst mobile for the ride east.  The rest of the 
Descenders were planning to meet at Spring Meadow at 5:30 am for the group start.  It was cool and 
dark for the entire drive to Ocotillo but there was very little breeze and the temperatures were very mild 
for mid-January.  It was about 45 degrees when we lined up just after 7 am for the start.  Vests were left 
in the cars; it was going to be a beautiful day.  We had our timing chips, our helmet numbers and were 
ready for another fun day of riding.  Jim Knight announced us as to rolled away just a few minutes past 7 
am.   



 
Start Line, Ready to Ride 

 
The early pace seemed in control as we all took turns on point.  The early slight elevation gain went by 
fairly smoothly past the Carrizo Badlands Overlook.  We screamed down Sweeney Pass and kept up our 
rotating paceline.  All went well for the first 50 minutes or so.  Sheehan had to take a nature break. 
 

 
Dave Boyle 

 
Dave Ernst 



We all slowed and soft pedaled while Sheehan pulled over to the side of the road.  I checked my Garmin 
and noted that our pace was 19.1 mph up to that point, too fast for our legs.  After a few minutes 
Sheehan eventually caught up to us and we started back into our paceline.  The first hour had flown 
by—18.2 miles.  It seemed like the winds started to pick up a bit and we definitely labored over the 
second hour.  The climb up Campbell Grade was slow and methodical but we stayed together for the 
climb.   Hour two, an abysmal 15.4 mph and we were short of Box Canyon still. 
 

 
Dave Sheehan 

 
Rob selfie 

 
It was a gorgeous day with the weather warming a bit and the winds not too bad, no complaints for the 
Stagecoach event.  By this time we had been passed by a few other time trial teams.  A couple looked 
pretty fast, they were hammering.  We climbed Box Canyon and descended down into Shelter Valley, 
picking up the pace a bit as we made our way to Scissors Crossing.  The climb up San Felipe hurt but we 
knew the rest stop was up ahead.  We hit the turnaround with a time of 2:57, not bad for us.  We all 
took a much needed five plus minute break refueling ourselves and our water bottles.  It was now 
mostly downhill from there. 
 

 
Unique Paceline 

 
Mile 84—caught by Rick B 



We saw Rick B climbing towards the rest stop, only a few miles behind us.  A few miles later we saw 
most of the rest of the Descenders heading up the San Felipe Grade; everyone looked in good form.  I 
was feeling good after the break so I pulled most of the way along Shelter Valley.   Sheehan was feeling 
the effects of having just flown in from Tokyo the day before but he hung on gallantly.  Ernst was feeling 
the effects of his new love for mountain biking and riding golf carts while playing golf on weekends 
instead of road riding.  Despite the pain and desire to back off the pace, we all hung together and 
motored almost 21 mph for hour four. 
 
The next hour showed some true spirit and lots of pain.  Just before mile 80 Ernst spotted the bright 
yellow shoes of Rick behind us.  Boyle was on point and we all pulled hard over the next 5 miles trying to 
hold off the inevitable.  For a few moments we actually increased the gap and held off Rick as long as we 
could but he caught up to us about mile 84.  After a few moments of chit chat, Rick put it back in gear 
and pedaled out of sight. 
 
The push to hold off Rick burned most of our available matches.  We slowed and suffered back up 
Sweeney Pass.  I had to make a quick stop to get some water at the rest stop and we rolled toward the 
finish.  Boyle kept getting stronger and led us to the end.  Our ride time was 5:31 but our official total 
time was 5:41, a respectable showing. 
 

Finished 
 

Award Ceremony 

 
The course record was broken by both the ringer team, Carbon Connection, finishing in 4:17 and the 
Broadcom team with a time of 4:31; fast riders.  Rick B hammered a solo 4:50 and a number of 
Descenders: Bernie, Guido, Claus and Tony all came in about 5:09; great times.  The rest of the 
Descenders finished the ride and we relaxed for a bit.  Bob Raibert rode out and back twice with his kids.  
They camped out there all weekend; good family fun.  It was another strong team event by the 
Descenders and everyone had a good time. 


